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De a r
Friends
a n d

Colleagues, I
want to report
that your offi-
cers, Council
and Commit-
tees have been

quite busy on behalf of the ATA
during the past 6 months. Coun-
cil had a weekend meeting in
Baltimore MD to discuss a num-
ber of  issues of  concern to our
membership and the thyroid
community in general. First is
the 12th International Thyroid
Congress, which will be held be-
tween October 22-27, 2000 in
Kyoto, Japan.  I want to urge as
many ATA members as possible
to attend and participate in the

continued on page 2

How many of  you dedicat-
ed clinicians find that
you don’t have enough

time to answer all of  your pa-
tients’ questions? Probably al-
most everyone.  I recently saw a
patient with an asymptomatic
thyroid nodule for whom I did
my usual careful H & P, obtained
a serum TSH, and performed a
FNAB-just like it says to do in
the ATA Guidelines (Arch Intern
Med. 1996; 156:2165-2172).
The cytology was compatible
with a colloid nodule.  “Great”, I
thought-“everyone will be
happy”.  Not so fast!  Will it
grow, and will I choke?  Can it
turn into cancer? How can you be
sure it’s benign? Shouldn’t I have
another biopsy?  Should I take
thyroid medication?  Why didn’t
you do an ultrasound-“I saw on-
line that you should do one”, she
said.  SAW ONLINE??!!  I pan-
icked, since my very recently ac-
quired computer knowledge still
has me at the novice-minus level.

Well, more and more pa-
tients are becoming net-savvy,
even in Southern California,
where surfing doesn’t just mean
hanging ten, and we clinicians
need be able to guide them to pa-
tient-advocacy and information
sites that are both helpful and ac-
curate.  After all, most lay-people
really can’t differentiate between
fact and fiction where medical is-
sues are concerned. So, I thought
I’d check out some thyroid web-
sites on the internet, and discov-

ered the good, the bad, and in
some cases, the ugly. 

Checking out medically re-
lated sites was a real education
for me-you can go anywhere from
the Mayo Clinic (www.may-
ohealth.org), which has great ar-
ticles covering the breadth of
health-related issues, to the Male
Clinic (www.insyght.com/male-
clinic), whose focus is, well, you
probably can guess.  Now, I’m
such a computer-novice that my
judgements are partially guided
by how easy it was to find and use
the sites. But this might even be
an advantage to those looking for
information.  Space limitations
preclude me from covering all of
the thyroid-related sites (there are
dozens) in this issue of  the SIG-
NAL, so I’ll describe some famil-
iar ones here, and some others in
the future: 

Thyroid Foundation of
America (www.tsh.org): The
TFA was established in 1986 by
ATA member Larry Wood, and is
the granddaddy of  thyroid pa-
tient advocacy organizations in
the United Sates.  Larry contin-
ues to chair the TFA, and it is dif-
ficult to think of anyone who is
more interested in patient advo-
cacy and education.  The TFA
website is user-friendly, and con-
tains clinically accurate and easily
readable information for patients.
The articles are especially help-
ful, but some of the topics listed
either haven’t been written or
posted yet. There are numerous

links to other organizations, and
most are relevant to our patients.
Thyroid “news” is fairly up-to-
date-the 1999 NEJM articles on
T4/T3, and hypothyroidism in
pregnancy are discussed, but I
didn’t see Tipper Gore’s nodule
mentioned.  Overall, an excellent
site, and I refer my patients to it
frequently.  Editor’s rating
★★★★1/2.

The Thyroid Society for
Education and Research
(www.the-thyroid-society.org):
The Thyroid Society was estab-
lished by ATA member Sheldon
Rubenfeld, who is still Managing
Director.  This website is easy to
use, and information for patients
is first-rate.  It seems that the
principle focus of   The Thyroid
Society is education, and in this
regard it certainly succeeds.  The
Featured Articles section con-
tains excellent articles, written by
authors who span the specialties
related to thyroid disease.  Read-
ers may also download informa-
tion on various thyroid topics.
The Hot Topics section did not
cover the T4/T3 controversy, but
it was discussed in an excellent
article by Steve Sherman in the
Featured Articles section.  There
are many links to other organiza-
tions dealing with thyroid dis-
ease.  This is top-notch site for
patient information.  Editor’s rat-
ing ★★★★1/2.

Thyroid Foundation of
Canada (www.home.ican.net):
The TFC was founded in 1980,

continued on page 3
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ATA WELCOMES THREE
NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS

President’s Message
continued from page 1

congress. This meeting is ex-
tremely important and, by agree-
ment with all of  the world thy-
roid associations, it will replace
our annual meetings for 2000.
Therefore, the Kyoto meeting
will be the only meeting where
you will hear up to the moment
basic and clinical thyroid research
in 2000. Those of  you who at-
tended the last international thy-
roid congress in Toronto in
1995, hosted by the ATA, can at-
test to the added excitement of
interacting with many more of
our international colleagues from
all over the world than at one of
our annual meetings. 

The outline of  the program
for the meeting has been fleshed
out and looks very exciting, and
the Local Arrangements Com-
mittee has developed most inter-
esting programs to complement
the scientific meeting. 

Several colleagues have ex-
pressed concern about the cost of
traveling to Japan, and hotel
rates. The ATA administrative of-
fice has been working with Japan
Airlines to develop travel and
hotel packages for ATA members.
Although the rates are not final,
packages for round trip airfare
and hotel for 6 nights, originat-
ing from the New York area, will
be between $1200 - $1400. Final
details and packages originating
from other locations in North
America are being developed,
and you will learn of  the details
soon. Registration for the meet-
ing will be 40,000 yen, which
translates into $350 - $400, de-
pending on the rate of  exchange.

This fee is about the same as
charged for the 1995 Interna-
tional Meeting in Toronto. Please
join me at the meeting!

The Campaign for Thyroid
Discovery is off  to a wonderful
start. As you recall, the ATA has
a target of $ 3,000,000 to be
raised during the next three years
and, as announced during our
1999 Annual Meeting, Knoll
Pharmaceutical Corporation has
pledged $1,000,000 towards our
goal. The Development Commit-
tee, under the leadership of Eli
Dow, has set a goal for the ATA
membership of  20 percent of  the
remaining $2,000,000, about
$400,000. I am very pleased to
tell you that as of now, 15  mem-
bers of  the ATA, including a
number of  Past Presidents, have
already pledged  $150,000 to-
wards that goal. You will soon be
receiving a letter from Eli Dow,
Chairman of  the Development
Committee, outlining various
methods for making contribu-
tions to the ATA Endowment.
Please consider making a pledge
very seriously. Since proceeds
from these monies will be used to
fund thyroid research, the entire
thyroid community will benefit
from this effort. This is especial-
ly important, since NIH funding
for thyroid research has declined
over the years. When the ATA ap-
proaches corporations or founda-
tions for major contributions to
our Campaign, they will need to
know how strongly our member-
ship supports the Campaign. At
this time, only about 25 percent
of  our membership have con-

tributed. Please make a pledge to
demonstrate that the Campaign
has broad support from our
members.

Finally, we all recognize that
the long-term strength and suc-
cess of  our Association depends
on our ability to attract and re-
tain new members. Our Member-
ship Committee has done, and
continues to do, an outstanding
job in selecting new members.
During the last several years, our
membership roll has increased
and diversified, with new mem-
bers who are surgeons and
pathologists as well as endocri-
nologists. With the help of  the
ATA administrative office, I have
reviewed the attendance records
of  our meetings during the last
five years and identified 30 non-
members who attended three
meetings and 33 nonmembers
who attended two of  the meet-
ings. I offered my personal spon-
sorship for membership to this
group and , as of  today, 14 have
submitted applications for active
membership. I ask all of  you to
think of  clinicians and scientists
in your communities who might
be interested in attending our
meetings and then proposing
them for membership.

Cordially,

MARTIN SURKS, M.D
President, American Thyroid Association

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT - NIH ENDOCRINOLOGY STUDY SECTION

Three new ATA Executive
Council Members were
brought on board at the

72nd Annual ATA meeting last
October.  This is our opportuni-
ty to introduce them to the ATA
membership:

Sheue-yann Cheng received
her Ph.D. from the University of
California at San Francisco, and
went on to do a post-doc at the
Ben May Laboratory for Cancer
Research at the University of
Chicago.  She is currently Chief
of  the Gene Regulation Section,
Laboratory of Molecular Biolo-
gy, at the National Cancer Insti-
tute.

Sheue-yann as been an ATA
member since 1980, and has
served on several committees, in-
cluding Membership (Chair,
1989-1990), Research, and
Program.  Much of  the credit
for the superb program of  our
71st Annual ATA Meeting be-
longs to Sheue-yann, who served
as chair of  the Program Com-
mittee for that meeting.

Sheue-yann has two chil-
dren who fulfill the Jewish
mother’s dream—son Andrew
has both a M.D. and a Ph.D
(partially following in Mother’s
footsteps), and daughter Caro-
line is a lawyer.

Marvin Gershengorn grad-
uated from New York University
School of Medicine, and after
completing a medical residency
at Strong Memorial Hospital,
served as a clinical associate in
the Clinical Endocrinology
Branch at the NIH.  He is cur-
rently Professor of  Medicine,
Cell Biology and Genetics, and
Director of  the Division of
Molecular Medicine at Cornell
University Medical College and
The New York Hospital.

Marv has been a member of
the ATA since 1977, and served
as Chair of  the Research Com-
mittee from 1993 to 1995.  He
was honored as the recipient of
the Van Meter Award in 1985,
and the Sidney H. Ingbar Dis-
tinguished Lectureship Award in
1998.

Cheng, Gershengorn, and Levy 
Appointed to Four-Year Terms

continued on page 4

Thank you to the following ATA members, who have given much time and effort to the grant-reviewing
process of  the  NIH Endocrinology Study Section.  Study Section members  serve four-year terms, and
for two intensive days, three times a year, review grant applications.

Rebecca Bahn
Cyril Bowers
Gregory Brent
Nancy Carrasco
William Chin
Norman Eberhardt
James Fagin
Marvin Gershengorn
Patricia Hinkle
J. Larry Jameson

Sissy Jhiang
Ronald Koenig
Lindy Kumagai
P. Reed Larsen
Mitchell Lazar
Shlomo Melmed
David Moore
John Nicoloff
Basil Rapoport
Samuel Refetoff

E. Chester Ridgway
Herbert Samuels
Martin Sonenberg
Donald St. Germain
Martin Surks
Robert Utiger
Leonard Wartofsky
John Wilber
Frederick Wondisford



ATA SIGNAL · APRIL 2000    PAGE 3

SECRETARY’S REPORT

ATA LOOKS TO THE FUTURE

Since there
will be no
ATA Annu-

al Meeting in
2000, your Sec-
retariat has fo-
cused its efforts
on three long-

range initiatives for the Associa-
tion in the third millennium.
First, the ATA has a new office.
In January, we moved to Nanuet
near the Hudson River in south-
ern New York State.  We are
grateful to Montefiore Medical
Center which  for six years made
a home for us in the Bronx; but
the limited space, frail infrastruc-
ture, and lack of  long-term secu-
rity there made a move essential.
Our new leased office in the
Townhouse Office Park provides
a more effective, spacious, secure,
and independent venue.  It is also
a shorter commute for our staff,
which has extended the office’s
hours of  operation.  Please note
contact information for the new
office in this issue of  the SIGNAL.
Diane and Jennifer would be de-
lighted to host a “site visit” for
any members who find them-
selves in the neighborhood. 

The Secretariat has been
busy supporting two other initia-
tives that will shape the ATA’s fu-
ture: The Campaign for Thyroid
Discovery, and the ATA Strategic
Plan. Our three-year $3 million
dollar campaign to endow a fund
for thyroid research is off  to a
strong start, as evidenced by the
generous leading donations re-
ported in this issue of  the SIG-
NAL.  Participation by all mem-

bers will be key as Pepper Davis
and Eli Dow seek the corporate,
foundation, and private philan-
thropic support to realize our
goal.  

President-elect Bill Chin has
championed and will lead the
ATA Strategic Planning Process.
Whenever I think about such
planning, I remember some sage
advice that I received as an intern
at the bedside of  an elderly man
hospitalized for failure to thrive.
“Paul,” my resident said, “if  you
don’t know why you admitted
him to the hospital, you’ll never
know when to discharge him!”
The same is true of  any human
enterprise.  The year 2000 seems
like the perfect time for the ATA
to take a step back and think cre-
atively about our missions and
how best to achieve them.  Bill
Chin and Marty Surks will soon
be asking for all of  your
thoughts about the ATA’s role
and future.  They have also invit-
ed a group of members repre-
senting our society’s constituen-
cies to attend a retreat in
September.  In addition to these
formal processes, we invite all of
you to contact Bill, Marty, or me
personally, with your reflections,
concerns, and ideas about the
ATA, which we all want to pros-
per in the years ahead.         

Respectfully submitted,

PAUL W. LADENSON, M.D.
Secretary, American Thyroid Association

making it the first lay organiza-
tion in North America devoted
to thyroid patients.  Like the TFA
(actually, vice-versa), the TFC is
a combination patient-education,
patient-advocacy organization.
The TFC has an excellent website
(here again, experience pays off),
with accurate, up-to-date infor-
mation and articles written by ex-
perts.  Nothing fancy about this
website-just gets the job done in
an efficient, friendly-to-use man-
ner.  And for patients in Quebec,
there’s a French version.  Editor’s
rating ★★★★.

National Graves’ Disease
Foundation (www.ngdf.org): The
NGDF was founded in 1990 by
Nancy Patterson, Ph.D, who
continues to serve as Executive
Director.  I’m sure most of  you
have met Nancy, who usually has
a booth display at our ATA meet-
ings. In contrast to the organiza-
tions mentioned above, the
NGDF is strictly a support orga-
nization, devoted exclusively to
patients with Graves’.  The web-
site is a fine resource for your pa-
tients, who not only wish to ob-
tain up-to-date factual informa-
tion, but who would like to com-
municate with other patients
with Graves’.  This site is not as
comprehensive as some others in
terms of clinical information, al-
though it provides excellent links
to other sites that do, including,
remarkably, Les DeGroot’s and

George Hennemann’s online Thy-
roid Disease Manager.  Editor’s rat-
ing ★★★.

Kelly G. Ripkin Program
( w w w . t h y r o i d -
ripkin.med.jhu.edu): Like Nancy
Patterson, Kelly Ripkin’s impetus
for involvement with thyroid dis-
ease was her own Graves’ disease.
And like Nancy’s organization,
Kelly Ripkin’s program is very
support-oriented.  In fact, if
you’re in the Baltimore area, you
can have free TSH testing, attend
patient-education events, and
even arrange to see a thyroid spe-
cialist.  This friendly website of-
fers accurate, up-to-date infor-
mation, with excellent links.
From the looks of  it, there may
be input from our Johns Hop-
kins colleagues, which certainly
enhances its overall look and
content.  About five years ago I
paid a lot of money for a baseball
autographed by Cal Ripkin, Jr.
Unfortunately, I can’t find it.
Kelly, if  you read this, can you
get me another one-cheaper, this
time?!  Editor’s rating ★★★★.

So much for thyroid web-
sites for this issue of  the SIGNAL.
In a future issue I’ll discuss how
our professional organizations
are doing.  I would appreciate
input from you regarding your
own experiences with the thyroid
and the ‘net. Contact me at
p s i n g e r @ h s c . u s c . e d u .  

An ATA strategic planning
retreat will be held in
Miami, Florida in

September 2000, in order to de-
velop both a short-term and
long-range plan for the future
growth and continued  develop-
ment of  the ATA.  The idea for
the meeting came from Presi-
dent-elect Bill Chin, in collabo-
ration with our current leader-
ship.  According to Bill, “the
ATA is doing very well now, but

we need to ensure that we will
continue to thrive, and to  look
for other areas in which we can
be successful.”  Bill stressed that
while perhaps only two dozen or
so people will attend the
September meeting, a question-
naire will be mailed to all active
ATA members for their input.
“This needs to be a process of
inclusion -  all members must
have the opportunity to help
guide our future,” said Bill.

The Thyroid, The ‘Net and Our Patients
continued from page 1

As outlined in Marty Surks’
President’s Letter in this issue, a
number of  our members have
made very generous pledges to
the Campaign for Thyroid Dis-
covery.  The ATA is pleased to
acknowledge them here, and we
ask that you climb aboard the
Campaign train.
FOUNDER’S COUNCIL -
$15,000 and above
Paul J. Davis, M.D.
PRESIDENTIAL CIRCLE -
$10,000 TO $14,999
Lewis Braverman, M.D.
Ralph R. Cavalieri, M.D.
David S. Cooper, M.D.
Elias C. Dow, M.D.
Roger L. Greif, M.D.
Mary Lee Ingbar, M.D.
Paul W. Ladenson, M.D.
P. Reed Larsen, M.D.

E. Chester Ridgway, M.D.
Leonard Wartofsky, M.D.
PLATINUM CIRCLE - $5,000
TO $9,999
William W. Chin, M.D.
Terry F. Davis, M.D.
Leslie J. DeGroot, M.D.
Martin I. Surks, M.D.
GOLD CIRCLE - $2,500 TO
$4,999
Delbert Fisher, M.D.

CAMPAIGN FOR THYROID DISCOVERY

“You must be joking, Pepper, the new
President is supposed to raise how much

money for The Campaign for
Thyroid Discovery???!!!”

Strategic Planning Retreat Set For September
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Marv’s daughter Hayley is a
first-year medical student at Har-
vard University, and with a bit of
coaxing from Dad may be a fu-
ture Van Meter Award recipient.

Elliot Levy received his
M.D. degree from Northwestern
University School of Medicine,
and following a medical residen-
cy at Washington University in
St. Louis, did an endocrine fel-
lowship at the University of
Southern California.  Having be-
come accustomed to sunny
weather, he and his wife Debby
moved to Miami Beach, where
Elliot has been in full-time clini-
cal practice for 25 years.  

Elliot joined the ATA in
1980, and has served on the Ed-
ucation,  Standards of Care, and
Development Committees.  His
interest for a number of  years has

been the rela-
tionship of man-
aged care and the
endocrinologist.
He recently be-
came Section
Editor for Practice
Makes Perfect, a
monthly column
dealing with
managed care is-
sues, in THY-
ROID.

Elliot boasts
three children:
Jonathan will be
graduating from
Northwes te rn

University School  of Medicine
this month, but unlike Dad, is
not interested in the thyroid.
Daughter Emily has been accept-
ed to Brown University School of
Medicine, but is deferring for a
year to work on Wall Street.  I
hope she does better than  Dad,
who gives me stock tips at the
ATA meeting every year.  As a re-
sult, I have no hope of  retiring in
the foreseeable future.  Daniel,
who is in high school, is still im-
pressionable, and could be a fu-
ture thyroidologist.

The ATA membership con-
gratulates our new Executive
Council members, and wishes
them well. 

New Council Members
continued from page 2

3-7 MAY 2000  
ATLANTA, GEORGIA
9th Annual Meeting and Clinical
Congress of  the American Asso-
ciation of Clinical Endocrinolo-
gists (AACE)
Hyatt Regency
FAX: 904 353-8185
E-mail: infor@aace.com
Online: www.aace.com

21-24 JUNE 2000 
TORONTO, CANADA
The Endocrine Society 82nd
Annual Meeting
Additional information: The En-
docrine Society
FAX: 301 941-0259
Online: www.endo-society.org

22-25 JUNE 2000  
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY
Merck European Thyroid Sym-
posium 2000
The Thyroid and the Environ-
ment
Hotel Corinthia Aquincum
Additional information: Dr. Ul-
rike Hostalek
FAX: +49 6151 72 7889
E-mail:
ulrike.hostalek@merck.de

4-7 OCTOBER 2000  
LINZ, AUSTRIA
Thyroid II and Cancer Work-
shop
Additional information: Werner
Langsteger, M.D.
FAX: +43 732 7677 7318
E-mail:
werner.langsteger@bhs.at

21-22 OCTOBER 2000 
SAKYO-KU KYOTO, JAPAN
Satellite Symposium-Genetics of
Complex Thyroid Diseases
Kyoto International Community
House
2-1, Torii-machi, Awataguchi
Additional information: HBDI
(The Human Biological Data In-
terchange)
FAX: 215 537-7154
E-mail: thyroid@hbdi.org

22-27 OCTOBER 2000
KYOTO,  JAPAN
Four Societies: ATA, AOTA,
LATS, ETA
Host Organization: Asia and
Oceania Thyroid Associations
Additional information: Profes-
sor Junji Konishi, Secretary
AOTA
FAX: +81 75 762 2304
Online:
http://www.dnm.kuhp.kyhoto-
u.ac.jp/itc/

29 OCTOBER TO 5 NOVEMBER
2000 - SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
11th International Congress of
Endocrinology
Host Organization: The Interna-
tional Society of Endocrinology
FAX: 0171 796 4676
E-mail: i.h.rees@mds.gmw.ac.uk 

Pictured with members of the ATA leadership looking over their shoulders 
are new Executive Council Members (from left) Elliot Levy, 

Sheue-Yann Cheng, and Marvin Gershongorn..  

UPCOMING MEETINGS

continued on page 5

AMERICAN THYROID ASSOCIATION - 1999/2000 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

William Green, Chair 
Vivian Cody
Larry Levin 
John Wilber
James Hurley
Jorge Mestman
E. Chester Ridgway
Gerard Burrow
Liaison - Carole Spencer 
Council Advisor - Paul Ladenson

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

James Hennessey, Chair 
Alan Farwell, Adviser
Frank Greenspan 
Larry Wood
H. Jack Baskin
Irwin Klein
Daniel Duick
Anthony Hollenberg
Steven Sherman
David Rosenthal
Liaison - Michael Brennan

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Eli Dow, Chair
Paul Davis, Campaign Manager
Ernest Mazzaferri
Samuel Refetoff
Andrea Blum
Jerome Hershman
Lewis Braverman
Gerard Burrow 
Boris Catz 
Liaison - Martin Surks 

ITC PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Donald St. Germain
E. Chester Ridgway 
Rebecca Bahn 
ICE/ITC Liaison - 
William Chin 

BY-LAWS COMMITTEE 

Jeffrey Garber, Chair
Peter Yeo
Jay Silverberg
Edward Merker
Richard Haber
Liaison - Fredric Wondisford
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ACTIVE MEMBERS

Anderson, Robert 
Arbelle, Jonathan            
Asa, Sylvia L.                   
Bianco, Antonio               
Capell, Peter                    
Cho, Bo Youn                  
Drucker, William            
Duren, Mete                    
Fitzpatrick, John            
Forrest. Douglas              
Fukata, Shuji                   
Gloss, Bernd                    
Guzman, Christina         
Heffess, Clara                  
Heller, Keith                   
Herodotou, Demetrios
Holt, Elizabeth                
Inabnet, William B.         
Jonklaas, Jacqueline          
Kaneshige, Masahiro         
Kendall-Taylor, Pat           
Khan, Ashraf
Khan, Emran Ghaffer   
Kleinmann, Richard        
Lawson, Michael            
Lechan, Ronald               
Lee, Nancy                      
Levy, Philip 
Lewis, Charles                         
Matsuzuka, Fumio          
Maturlo, Susan                
Mirza, Shirwan               
Nagy, Endre                     
Nayer, Rita                      
Oh- Ishi, Masamamichi         
Pearce, Simon                    
Pollock, Jeffrey                
Pourcher, Phillippe            
Reynolds, Anne Marie         
Ridzon, Thomas     
Sarkar, Salil  
Seaton, Thomas                    
Sinha, Uttam                    
Skierczynski, Paul              
Spitzweg, Christina    
Stokes, John          
Wang, Su He                       
Wasserman, Susan             
Welch-Dinauer, Catherine   
Yaturu, Subhashini               
Yokozawa, Tamotsu              
Zenger, George                    
Zoeller, R. Thomas                    

CORRESPONDING
MEMBERS

Ahn, Il-Min                     
Hostalek, Ulrike           
Huber, Helmut             
Kimura, Edna Teruko       
Laurberg, Peter                  
Purwanto, Bambang          
Vanderpump, Mark           
Ward, Laura                     
Wengrowicz, Silvia          
Williams, Graham

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Balakrishnan, Sajeev               
Cases, Jane                          
Chu, James                         
Ferrini, Fausto                    
Francisco, Raphael             
Glass, Leonard                    
Gouveia, Cecilia                  
Hardy, Thomas                   
Huang, Stephen                
Iweha, Chroma                  
Jagasia, Shubhada             
Kathir, Rodhan                  
Landman, Rita                   
Larson, Lori Lee                
Liu, Yan-Yun                     
Mahmood, Mubashir        
Rabito, Philip                     
Ramirez, Raul                    
Silverman, Jill                    
Singh, Nalini                       
Singh, Reetu                       
Srivatsa, Sumathi              
Stephen, Antonia              
Tamilia, Michael               
Van Rossum, Nichole       
Victorina, Wilfred            
Villanueva, Ronadl            
Wang, Baikun                    
Wy, Lucy Ann    
Zaniewski-Singh, Michelle           
Zhang, Rushing  

THE ATA WELCOMED 94 NEW MEMBERS IN 1999,
including 53 Active Members (A Record!), 31 Associate

Members, and 10 Corresponding Members
We Are Pleased To Announce Their Names 

1999/2000 Committee Members
continued from page 4

HISTORY & ARCHIVES 
COMMITTEE

Clark Sawin, Chair
Monte Greer 
James Pittman 
William McConaheyJohn 
Stanbury

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE

Arthur Schneider, Chair
David Becker, Advisor
Lester Van Middlesworth
Loren Greene
Robert Udelsman
Lewis Braverman
Kenneth Ain
Victor Bernet 
Hee-Myung Park 
Liaison - Sheue-yann Cheng

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

Lynn Burmeister, Chair
Jerome Hershman
Martha Zeiger 
Stephanie Lee
Jack Wall 
Alex Stagnaro-Green
Michael McDermott
Liaison - David Cooper

RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Faith Davis, Chair
Sandra McLachlan 
Peter Arvan 
James Baker 
Leonard Kohn 
Robert Smallridge
Liaison - Paul Ladenson

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Virginia LiVolsi, Chair
Charles Emerson
Krishna Pinnamaneni 
Mariusz Szkudlinski
Enrique Silva
Jeffrey Thompson
Joanne Rovet 
Harvey Cohen
Liaison - Virginia Sarapura

STANDARDS OF CARE 
COMMITTEE

Susan Mandel, Chair
Gilbert Daniels
S. Thomas Bigos
Gilbert Daniels
Gerald Dougherty
Carol Greenlee 
Kenneth Hupurt 

Andrew Bauman 
Michael Tuttle 
Liaison - Michael Kaplan
Peter Singer, Advisor

FINANCE & AUDIT  
COMMITTEE

Stephen Spaulding, Chair
David Sarne
David Cooper
Andre Van Herle
Marvin Mitchell 
Ivor Jackson
Liaison - Elliot Levy

AWARDS COMMITTEE

Rosalind Brown, Chair
Geraldo Medeiros-Neto
Paul Woolf
Douglas Notman
Kenneth Woeber 
Stephen LaFranchi
P. Reed Larson
Liaison - Orlo Clark

LAB SERVICES COMMITTEE

Manfred Blum, Chair
Jerald Nelson
Virginia LiVolsi
Stephanie Lee
George Klee
Michael Kaplan 
Shireen Fatemi
S. Thomas Bigos
Jack Baskin 
Zubair Baloch 
Liaison - Marvin Gershengorn

PATIENT EDUCATION 
& ADVOCACY COMMITTEE

David S. Cooper, Chair.  
Virginia Sarapura
Paul Davis
Michael Brennan
Terry Davies
Paul Ladenson
Orlo Clark
Martin Surks

LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS 
COMMITTEE

2001 - Washington D.C.
Leonard Wartofsky
2002 - Los Angeles, California
Gregory Brent & Gerald Levy
2003 - Palm Beach, Florida 
Elliot Levy & Robert Smallridge
2004 Scottsdale, Arizona 
Daniel Duick 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND
REMINDERS

FROM THE ATA OFFICE
ATA Council 

Meeting Highlights
Baltimore, 
Maryland

February 12 - 13
2000

The ATA’s new invest-
ment advisor reported
the Association’s funds

had been invested consistent
with the instructions of  the
Finance and Audit Commit-
tee, and that initial returns
had exceeded expectations.

● In response to a re-
quest from Treasurer David
Cooper, President Martin
Surks directed the Finance
and Audit Committee to rec-
ommend a policy regarding
the long-range adjustment of
dues. 

● After considering the
ATA’s responsibilities for pa-
tient education, Council en-
dorsed this addition to our
mission statement: “To devel-
op,  disseminate and ensure
the quality of  educational
materials for patients and oth-
ers concerned about thyroid
disease.”  Council authorizied
cooperation with other soci-
eties to revise patient educa-
tion brochures and prelimi-
nary discussions with these
societies about additional fu-
ture collaborations.

● Council approved cre-
ation of an ad hoc Website
Committee to define the
ATA’s identity and services on
the worldwide web.

● Council discussed the
pros and cons of  future com-
petitive elections for Officers
and Council.

● Council reviewed and
refined draft materials for the
Campaign for Thyroid Dis-
covery.

● Council endorsed a
Strategic Planning Process to
be completed during 2000
under the direction of Presi-
dent-elect Bill Chin.

BULLETIN BOARD

• Kudos to Paul Ladenson, who
was be presented with the Thy-
roid Society for Education and
Research’s Robert Graves
Award at the Fifth Annual Pa-
pillion Gala  on April 1, 2000
in Houston.  The award is pre-
sented to an individual in the
thyroid field who has made sig-
nificant and far-reaching  con-
tributions to research, teaching,

and patient care.  Can you think
of  anyone more deserving?
Congratulations, Paul!

• Our very best wishes to ATA
webmaster and technology con-
sultant Richie Stark, who un-
derwent heart bypass surgery
on March 20.  Get well soon,
Richie - our thoughts and
prayers are with you. 

may be forwarded to Secretary
Paul Ladenson at Johns Hopkins
Hospital University School of
Medicine, 1830 E. Monument
Street, Room 333, Baltimore,
MD 21287-0003; (410) 955-
8172 (fax); ladenson@jhu.edu
(email).  
• The ATA Council will meet on
June 22, 2000, from  6:00 p.m.-

10:00 p.m. at the Royal York
Hotel, Toronto, Canada.
• There are less than six months
left before the 12th International
Thyroid Congress in Kyoto,
Japan,  October 22-27, 2000.
Tour packages are being readied
by the Administrative office, and
will be sent to members.

Shown radiating ideas at the Mid-Winter Council Meeting is 
President Marty Surks, with David Cooper and Paul Ladenson.  

COUNTDOWN TO KYOTO

ATA SIGNAL

• Annual Dues for 2000
Final dues statements were
mailed on March 21, 2000.
Please pay promptly!
• ATA Committee Chairs should
submit their interim reports by
June 1, 2000,  for consideration
by Council at the June 22nd
meeting in Toronto.  Reports

continued below

ATA Announcements and Reminders
continued from above

Having doubts about going to
the 12th ITC in Kyoto?    Erase
them now, be the first ATA mem-
ber to translate the following,
and receive as a prize, a personal-

ized itinerary, designed by the
SIGNAL editor, for a great trip to
Japan.  Japanese ATA members
are ineligible to enter this once in
a lifetime contest.

E-mail your answer to psinger@hsc.usc.edu.  



Date of  application: ____________ Check one: ❑ Clinical ❑ Research    

Check one: Degree: ❑  M.D. ❑  M.D., Ph.D. ❑ Ph.D. ❑ Other

Check one of  the following categories:
❑ Active - Eligible to vote and hold office.  Must attend at least one meeting every 3 years.  Attendance at an ATA
Meeting prior or the same year’s meeting.  Training in Thyroid-orientation and quality.  Current activities display both
time and effort dedicated to thyroid related activities.  Publications and presentations - Thyroid relatedness and quality.
❑ Corresponding - Not eligible to vote or hold office.  Not required to attend meetings.  
Must be an active member of  (check one)   ❑ ETA  ❑ AOTA  ❑ LATS.
❑ Associate - Not eligible to vote or hold office.  Attendance at a prior or this year’s meeting.  Current enrollment in a
training program in Clinical thyroid disease or related scientific investigation. Tenure up to 3 years. Indicate your training
program ________________________________________________________________________________

Last Name: __________________________First: ____________________Date of  birth: ______________

Office/Institution: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________State/Zip: ______________Country: ________________________

Telephone:______________________Fax: __________________E-Mail: ____________________________

Residence: ______________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________State/Zip: ______________Country: ________________________

1. Briefly describe the way in which your current professional activities reflect an interest in clinical thyroid disease or thy-
roid-related scientific investigation. ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

2. Briefly describe what motivates your desire to join the ATA. ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Annual Meeting(s) of  the American Thyroid Association (Check Meeting(s) attended)
❑ Tampa ‘93   ❑ Chicago ‘94   ❑ Toronto ‘95  ❑ San Diego ‘96  ❑ Colorado Springs ‘97   

❑ Portland 98   ❑ Palm Beach ‘99
Optional Information: (Check one):    ❑ Female    ❑ Male

Please attach the following to this application: 
CV & bibliography  - I will provide the Sponsor Letter of  recommendation

Deatch this application, fold over and mail. Please make sure the mailing address is visible and include your return address.

Paul W. Ladenson, M.D., Secretary American Thyroid Association 
Townhouse Office Park - 55 Old Nyack Turnpike - Suite 611

Nanuet, New York 10954
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR
THE AMERICAN THYROID ASSOCIATION 

Submit by July 1st, to be considered for the current year. 



Paul W. Ladenson, M.D., 
Secretary American Thyroid Association 

Townhouse Office Park
55 Old Nyack Turnpike - Suite 611

Nanuet, New York 10954

Please include return address:
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________


